
52 foreign tourists nabbed
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Customs officials and the West Bengal police have so far arrested 52

foreign tourists hours after they seized 22 satellite phones from a hotel

in New Jalpaiguri on Saturday.

According to information, these phones were seized from two foreign

nationals---one from UK and another from Belgium.

On the basis of their confessional statements, police further arrested 50

more foreign tourists from the New Jalpaiguri town.
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NAZIRA, September 17, 2026 — The third citizens’ convention was

held in Nazira on Sunday to discuss the devastating floods of July 19

that swept through parts of Sivasagar, Charaideo and Jorhat districts,

leaving thousands of families severely affected.

The convention was held at the MC Club auditorium in Nazira under the

chairmanship of retired professor Tridip Gogoi.

Participants expressed deep concern over the continuing suffering of

flood-affected people, many of whom, after witnessing the sudden

deaths of loved ones and the destruction of their lifetime savings, are

reportedly struggling with severe mental trauma and a deep sense of

insecurity.
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Retired principal Dilip Phukan, noted researcher and writer Dilip Kumar

Dutta, retired headmaster and social worker Jugo Gogoi, Professor Dr

Chandra Aditya Gogoi, Farid Hazarika, Dipak Dutta and Jitendra

Chaliha, among others, addressed the gathering.

A major focus of the convention was the need for a scientific

investigation into the alleged role of uncontrolled hill cutting, stone and

coal mining, and other human activities in aggravating the disaster.

Speakers said the catastrophic flooding of the Dikhow River should be

examined, at least in part, as a possible human-induced disaster. They

called for a scientific assessment to establish the causes of the flooding

and appropriate legal action against those found responsible for any

violations, including alleged unrestricted mining.

They also stressed the need to create alternative livelihood

opportunities for people dependent on mining, arguing that this would

help strengthen efforts against illegal mining.

The convention unanimously adopted an 11-point charter of demands:

1. Immediate one-time financial assistance of ₹10 lakh to every

completely devastated family, without linking the assistance to

complicated documentation.

2. Deployment of JCBs on a war footing, under government

supervision, to remove sand and silt from houses, schools, offices

and other establishments.

3. A transparent and corruption-free mechanism for distributing

assistance to schools, colleges and other public institutions, with an

all-party committee if necessary.

4. Adequate compensation after proper assessment of damage to

crops, livestock, business establishments, students’ books and
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other belongings.

5. Free admission and fee waivers for students from flood-affected

families.

6. Free food and safe drinking water for every affected family for

at least six months.

7. Creation of employment opportunities for unemployed youths

in flood-hit villages.

8. Waiver of loans taken by affected people and provision of fresh

loans to help them rebuild their livelihoods.

9. All necessary assistance to farmers to resume cultivation.

10. Healthcare measures and preventive steps to check the

outbreak of epidemics in flood-affected areas.

11. Establishment of systems to monitor rivers originating in hill

states, issue timely flood warnings and regulate water flow, along

with the creation of a common river authority for the Northeast to

protect ecological balance. The convention also called for the

formation of an expert committee to scientifically determine the

causes of the floods and recommend permanent solutions.

The participants decided to submit a memorandum containing the

demands to both the Central and State governments.

The convention further resolved that if the governments fail to take

prompt and effective action, a mass movement would be launched in the

coming days.

Third citizens’ convention in Nazira calls for scientific probe into July

19 floods — photo 1
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Freelance journalist, Nazira, Sibasagar district.
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