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The Tarun Gogoi led government, have managed to come to power for

the third time, and perhaps there was a lot of expectations from the

people. The chief minister had himself said that the absence of

opposition I the assembly means more responsibility and sincerity for

the congress government, and thus no scope for anarchy. No doubt The

people in general take the words of Tarun Gogoi at face value for his

good image, but for a section of people, never in their wildest dreams

they might have imagined what waited ahead of the new Government

would be a hell raiser that would shake them mentally, and boil their

bloods to the extreme.
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“EVICTION” a word that brings nightmare for thousands of people living

in Guwahati in the hill areas, some living for more than 30 years, some

20 and 15 years, yet not safe in the hands this government. The Assam

government has no land policy till date; only policy known to the people

is that the government allots lands to Millionaire business men,

Industrialist and not for the poor ethnic people. The ethnic people are

believed not to be more loyal like the Illegal Bangladeshi migrant voters

nor they can contribute money to the politicians for election, and thus of

less use. There has been rapid development in Guwahati only at the cost

of local indigenous people’s life, whose lands are bought for some

money, and the local people sell their lands for their financial

requirements.

Some 10 years down the line there was eveiction drive in the hill areas

of Guwahati, But then the people had no option to fight back, or had any

platform to express their grievances, and now finally they have found

Akhil Gogoi, to bestow their faith upon, whose platform under the

banner of Krisak Mukti Sangram Samity, can give space to express their

long pending grievance. Thus on 22nd June, the people had joined the

protest rally against eviction headed towards Dispur. But the protest

turned ugly due to the negligence and total failure of the administration.

Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has officially admitted the security lapse, but

failed to announce any action against the government officials, nor any

financial aid to the people who have lost their lives due to bullet injuries.

Had something gone wrong with the migrant Muslim community, the

announcement for financial help would have come at the earliest. Let’s

cross check the incident of Barpeta that took place last year in regards

to the NRC pilot project. Was any culprit arrested, didn’t the

government announced financial aid to the deceased family. Such is the

love of this congress government for the Assamese people.
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Congress Minister Himanta Bishwa Sharma debates that the KMSS was

in a hurry to protest against eviction drive, “they could have given the

new government at least six months to settle down”, same thing could

have been applicable for the government too, wait for six month and

serve notice to the people or in more wise manner it could have thought

for forming a committee and discuss about a land policy to solve the

problem once for all. It is always easy to talk loud than to do things

wisely. And thus what people had witnessed on 22 June in Dispur

protest. To put more simply, the government provoked the people to

come to the streets and take wrong steps and thus expose them in bad

light and then punish. A well planned game from the beginning to the

end and finally succeeded to trap Akhil Gogoi. Every witness will tell

how the administration allowed to the protestors go wild, torch vehicles

in front of their eyes, and fire brigades seems to have to river

Brahamaputra to fill water and rush the spot after the damage was

done. After all the political opposition has been marginalised in this

election and thus Akhil Gogoi, was the only potential threat for the new

government.
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To everyone’s knowledge suspected Bangladeshi migrants have

encroached lands in Kaziranga National Park, and other reserve forest

Lands, including SATRAS, land, has the government dare to take any

action against these people, even news articles keep publishing from

time to time on these issues. When asked about these people, Congress

minister Himanta Bishwa Sharma, says that there is no logic to draw

any parallel with the evection policy taken in Guwahati and other places

including encroachment in Kaziranga. Thus the government means to

send a clear message that, it’s on their wish if they allot land for Hotels

and other industries or builders in protected areas which may not be

applicable for the poor Assamese people. I wish the poor Assamese

people could have settled in the reserve forest with the illegal

Bangladeshi migrants and could be safe from any short of government

eviction drive.
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Congress minister Himanta Bishwa Sharma, even said that they don’t

see any reason to discuss any issue with the KMSS leader Akhil Gogoi.

After the Dispur incident that went violent, Akhil has now become an

untouchable thing for the government. But ULFA C-in-C Paresh Baruah

is always welcome to join the table. The government is well aware that

talking with Paresh Baruah will give their party that mileage which will

be written in the history of Assam, and perhaps which will help them to

win election after election. But talking with Akhil Gogoi will hurt their

ego, and their supporters might get demoralized or feel shame about the

act, besides Paresh Baruah have never attacked any minister very

personally nor have threatened them neither have filed any RTI against

them. But Akhil Gogoi has created much trouble for the congress party

than the ULFA. Though the congress may be boasting that 2011 election

people have defied Akhil Gogoi, but this has not lessen the fear of few

congress leaders. A protestor in punbazar said that, had the congress

won the election legally they would not have shown such cruelty to the

people within one month of time after forming the new government.

The arrest of Akhil Gogoi, from the Guwahati Press Club today in the

afternoon has simply exposed the attitude of the Government towards

the Journalist community too, perhaps a message that this community is

a “good product” for buying and selling and thus twisting the arms is

not a big deal for the government. On the other hand a private news

channel has set a new height of low standard of TV journalism by using

unparliamentarily words on air while criticising RTI activist Akhil Gogoi

and thus creating a bad impression about TV journalists working in the

field. People have seen many debates in national channel that are so

sensitive and hard hitting yet decorum is maintained while on air but in

Assam things seems to have gone BIZARRE.

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 5 of 6



Peter Alex Todd

Journalist, musician.

BY PETER ALEX TODD

FIFA U-17 World Cup in Guwahati

Consultation on human trafficking

AIDS curable now!

Black Monday, what next?

Media expected to be more responsible: Gogoi

ON THIS DAY

When Justice-for-Zubeen campaign gains momentum

Assam Women Clinch National Tchoukball Championship

�তু� ব� নীতিলৈ পিঠি মোদী চৰকাৰৰ (3)

Buffy to distribute sanitary napkins in Nagaland.

Heart awareness rally in the city

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 6 of 6

http://127.0.0.1:3008/author/Peter%20Alex%20Todd
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/fifa-u-17-world-cup-in-guwahati-18742
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/consultation-on-human-trafficking-17118
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/aids-curable-now-14245
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/black-monday-what-next-9842
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/media-expected-to-be-more-responsible-gogoi-9121
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/when-justice-for-zubeen-campaign-gains-momentum-23595
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/assam-women-clinch-national-tchoukball-championship-23276
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/3-23170
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/buffy-to-distribute-sanitary-napkins-in-nagaland-22844
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/heart-awareness-rally-in-the-city-22177

