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Alleged Encroachment on Land Meant for Indigenous
Institutions Triggers Row in Kokrajhar

Leaders of tribal organisations inspect the disputed government land at Patharghat in Kokrajhar
on August 2, 2026. Pix by Hantigiri Narzary
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KOKRAJHAR, August 2, 2026 — A fresh controversy over alleged

land encroachment has surfaced in Kokrajhar after several tribal
organisations accused alleged land mafia Sanjan Pal of illegally
occupying government land earmarked for indigenous religious
institutions, including the Kokrajhar District Brahma Dharma Samity
and Bathou Dharma Samity, at Patharghat on the bank of the Gaurang

River.
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According to the organisations, the disputed government land is located
adjacent to the Kokrajhar District Tribal Sangha office and had been
allotted for the proposed Brahma Dharma and Bathou Dharma
institutions. They alleged that a tin-sheet boundary fence was erected at
the site late on Saturday night despite existing court orders and official
instructions. The organisations also claimed that banners of the Brahma
Dharma and Bathou Dharma institutions were removed and thrown

away by the alleged miscreants.

The land was previously under the Water Resources Department and
was later used as an Army camp before being earmarked by the
Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) for the Tribal Sangha and the

proposed indigenous religious institutions.

The controversy follows an earlier police raid at the residence of Sanjan
Pal in Patharghat after an FIR was lodged by the Tribal Sangha. During
the raid, Kokrajhar Police reportedly recovered iron grills and tin sheets
allegedly stolen from the under-construction Tribal Rest House-cum-

office and the proposed Brahma Dharma complex.

The organisations described the alleged encroachment as an attack on
institutions representing the indigenous tribal communities of the

region and expressed concern over what they called repeated attempts
to occupy government land meant for community welfare and religious

activities.

Condemning the latest incident, the tribal bodies demanded immediate
intervention by the BTC and the district administration to protect the
disputed government land, remove the alleged illegal construction, and

ensure strict legal action against those found responsible.
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No official response from Sanjan Pal or the district administration was

immediately available at the time of filing this report.

The incident has once again brought renewed attention to the issue of
protecting government land and safeguarding institutions representing
indigenous tribal communities in the Sixth Schedule areas under the

Bodoland Territorial Council.

AT Kokrajhar Bureau

Assam Times Kokrajhar bureau office, BTAD.

BY AT KOKRAJHAR BUREAU

Statue of first Bodo engineer Haliram Brahma installed at Bodoland University

Alleged encroachment raises concern among indigenous communities in
Parbatjhora

Lafikul Islam Ahmed Murder Case Revives Political Controversy in Bodoland

Nine years on, three surrender in Lafiqul Islam murder case; ABMSU demands
fast-track justice

BTC Deputy Speaker Bijit Gwra Narzary found hanging at Tamulpur residence

ON THIS DAY

AJYCP protests against Lower Subansiri hydropower project
School reopening in the state

UPPL ready for election

Page 3 of 4


http://127.0.0.1:3008/author/AT%20Kokrajhar%20Bureau
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/statue-of-first-bodo-engineer-haliram-brahma-installed-at-bodoland-university
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/alleged-encroachment-raises-concern-among-indigenous-communities-in-parbatjhora
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/lafikul-islam-ahmed-murder-case-revives-political-controversy-in-bodoland
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/nine-years-on-three-surrender-in-lafiqul-islam-murder-case-abmsu-demands-fast-track-justice
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/btc-deputy-speaker-bijit-gwra-narzary-found-hanging-at-tamulpur-residence
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/ajycp-protests-against-lower-subansiri-hydropower-project-22841
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/school-reopening-in-the-state-22579
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/uppl-ready-for-election-22159

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Physical assault on magistrate in Kokrajhar

Peace Conversations in Assam

RELATED

Statue of first Bodo engineer Haliram Brahma installed at Bodoland University

Illegal earth excavation alleged along Namti River in Nazira

Cattle theft in Geleki: One arrested, two escape

Shyntor Festival to return to Shyntorbulia in December

Third citizens’ convention in Nazira calls for scientific probe into July 19 floods

Page 4 of 4


http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/physical-assault-on-magistrate-in-kokrajhar-22158
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/peace-conversations-in-assam-21669
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/statue-of-first-bodo-engineer-haliram-brahma-installed-at-bodoland-university
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/illegal-earth-excavation-alleged-along-namti-river-in-nazira
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/cattle-theft-in-geleki-one-arrested-two-escape
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/shyntor-festival-to-return-to-shyntorbulia-in-december
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/third-citizens-convention-in-nazira-calls-for-scientific-probe-into-july-19-floods-2

