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Ashok Saikia dies after surgery
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Ashok Saikia, one of the top bureaucrats during the Atal Behari
Vajpayee government serving then as a Joint Secretary in the PMO and
later executive director of the Asian Development Bank in Manila in July
2004, died in New Delhi this morning after a heart surgery. Saikia was a
1971 batch IAS officer from Assam.
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Tribal Organisations Protest in Kokrajhar, Demand
Protection of Land Rights in BTR
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KOKRAJHAR, October 9, 2026 — The BTR Co-ordination Committee

of Tribal Organizations staged a three-hour sit-in protest at the
Kokrajhar Government HS and MP School playground on Thursday,
demanding stronger protection of tribal land rights and enforcement of

existing legal safeguards in the Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR).
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Following the protest, the organisations submitted a memorandum to
BTC Chief Hagrama Mohilary and Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma through the Kokrajhar district commissioner, outlining their

demands.

Holding placards, the protesters demanded immediate protection of
tribal land rights, enforcement of Chapter X of the Assam Land and
Revenue Regulation, 1886, and eviction of encroachers from Tribal Belts

and Blocks in the BTR.

They also called for implementation of the Forest Rights Act, 2006,
waiver of land premiums for tribals in the BTR, and effective protection

of notified Tribal Belts and Blocks in the region.

Representatives and members of several tribal organisations
participated in the protest, including the BTR Coordination Committee
of Tribal Sangha, Bodo Sahitya Sabha, All Bodo Students Union (ABSU),
All Rabha Students' Union, All Hajong Students' Union, All Garo
Students' Union and Rabha Sahitya Sabha.

A protester said the state must take decisive steps to protect Tribal
Belts and Blocks, reiterating the demand for enforcement of existing

land laws and eviction of encroachers from protected areas.

AT Kokrajhar Bureau

Assam Times Kokrajhar bureau office, BTAD.

Page 4 of 5


http://127.0.0.1:3008/author/AT%20Kokrajhar%20Bureau

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

BY AT KOKRAJHAR BUREAU

UPPL Accuses BPF of Failing to Fulfil Poll Promises

NTPC Bongaigaon establishes football field for Kokrajhar youth
Muga Field Day promotes scientific silkworm rearing in Kokrajhar

Nearly 60 CIT Kokrajhar students fall ill after hostel dinner

BTC venture teachers seek government support before Supreme Court

ON THIS DAY

NE culture programme in London from Monday

1 NDFB(S) cadre, 2 suspected linkman apprehended in Udalguri

Lady bank manager shot dead by miscreants

7th pay commission to implement in Tripura

Girish Chandra Bhattacharjya remembered

RELATED

Dangerous Pothole on Haripara Road Puts Commuters at Risk

WWEF report finds 73% decline in monitored wildlife populations over 52 years

Rongmei Community Holds 8th Cultural and Freshers’ Meet in Guwahati

GPS Study Maps Elephant Movement Across Assam, Highlights Key Corridors

UPPL Accuses BPF of Failing to Fulfil Poll Promises

Page 5 of 5


http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/uppl-accuses-bpf-of-failing-to-fulfil-poll-promises
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/ntpc-bongaigaon-establishes-football-field-for-kokrajhar-youth
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/muga-field-day-promotes-scientific-silkworm-rearing-in-kokrajhar
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/nearly-60-cit-kokrajhar-students-fall-ill-after-hostel-dinner
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/btc-venture-teachers-seek-government-support-before-supreme-court
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/ne-culture-programme-in-london-from-monday-23041
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/1-ndfb-s-cadre-2-suspected-linkman-apprehended-in-udalguri-21696
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/lady-bank-manager-shot-dead-by-miscreants-21695
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/7th-pay-commission-to-implement-in-tripura-21694
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/girish-chandra-bhattacharjya-remembered-20002
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/dangerous-pothole-on-haripara-road-puts-commuters-at-risk
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/wwf-report-finds-73-decline-in-monitored-wildlife-populations-over-52-years
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/rongmei-community-holds-8th-cultural-and-freshers-meet-in-guwahati
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/gps-study-maps-elephant-movement-across-assam-highlights-key-corridors
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/uppl-accuses-bpf-of-failing-to-fulfil-poll-promises

