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The Khasi Hills Autonomous District Council (KHADC) has slammed the

brakes on Blinkit's entry into Meghalaya, refusing to grant the quick-

commerce platform the mandatory trading licence needed to operate in

the Khasi Hills.

The council's reason is simple: protect local traders.
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KHADC Chief Executive Member Winston Tony Lyngdoh said the council

would not permit any business model that threatens the livelihoods of

indigenous traders and neighbourhood retailers. According to the

council, more than 4,000 grocery shops under its jurisdiction could be

affected if app-based delivery platforms offering steep discounts and

rapid doorstep delivery are allowed to expand unchecked.

The move comes as Blinkit, owned by Eternal (formerly Zomato), has

been aggressively expanding beyond India's metros into smaller cities.

But in Meghalaya, the company's plans have run into the unique

regulatory framework of the Sixth Schedule, where autonomous district

councils exercise significant powers over trade and commerce.

Lyngdoh said the council had adopted a consistent stand on the issue,

revealing that similar licences had earlier been denied to other quick-

commerce ventures, including Instamart, to safeguard traditional

retailers.

Blinkit had reportedly secured a No Objection Certificate (NOC) from

the Dorbar Shnong and Rangbah Shnong of Nongrim Hills and had even

begun preliminary operations by engaging delivery partners. However,

the company was forced to suspend its plans after failing to obtain the

mandatory trading licence from the KHADC.

The decision has sparked fresh debate over the rapid spread of quick-

commerce platforms into smaller towns. While supporters argue that

such services create jobs and improve consumer convenience, critics

fear they could undermine thousands of small family-run stores that

form the backbone of local economies.
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For now, KHADC has made its position clear: protecting indigenous

businesses takes precedence over the arrival of 10-minute delivery

services in Meghalaya.

AT News Shillong

BY AT NEWS SHILLONG

Lou Majaw Honoured with Shyntor Excellence Award at Inaugural Shyntor

Festival

NEHU Hosts IIC Regional Meet 2025

Vigyan Jyoti Program Inspires Students in Mawphlang

NEHU Inaugurates Entrepreneurship Development Centre

Delegation from Croatia Showcases Kumpanjija Sword Dance at NEHU

ON THIS DAY

Assam Sahitya Sabha celebrates 'Mother Tongue Day' in Mangaldai

Main accused in police recruitment scam arrested

1st Inter Udalguri District School Athletics Meet held

Conservation activist Purnima Devi Barman receives prestigious National Award

‘Islamist fundamentalists in Bangladesh a threat to northeast India’

RELATED

GPS Study Maps Elephant Movement Across Assam, Highlights Key Corridors

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 3 of 4

http://127.0.0.1:3008/author/AT%20News%20Shillong
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/lou-majaw-honoured-with-shyntor-excellence-award-at-inaugural-shyntor-festival-23627
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/nehu-hosts-iic-regional-meet-2025-23620
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/vigyan-jyoti-program-inspires-students-in-mawphlang-23253
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/nehu-inaugurates-entrepreneurship-development-centre-23236
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/delegation-from-croatia-showcases-kumpanjija-sword-dance-at-nehu-23174
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/assam-sahitya-sabha-celebrates-mother-tongue-day-in-mangaldai-22845
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/main-accused-in-police-recruitment-scam-arrested-22591
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/1st-inter-udalguri-district-school-athletics-meet-held-21686
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/conservation-activist-purnima-devi-barman-receives-prestigious-national-award-21685
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/islamist-fundamentalists-in-bangladesh-a-threat-to-northeast-india-21684
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/gps-study-maps-elephant-movement-across-assam-highlights-key-corridors


UPPL Accuses BPF of Failing to Fulfil Poll Promises

NEADS, Change Alliance Partner to Strengthen Climate-Resilient Livelihoods in

Assam

Indigenous Peoples’ Group Marks Foundation Day in Mariani

People’s consultation on agroecology, climate adaptation concludes in Jorhat

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 4 of 4

http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/uppl-accuses-bpf-of-failing-to-fulfil-poll-promises
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/neads-change-alliance-partner-to-strengthen-climate-resilient-livelihoods-in-assam
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/indigenous-peoples-group-marks-foundation-day-in-mariani
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/peoples-consultation-on-agroecology-climate-adaptation-concludes-in-jorhat

