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The general budget has hardly anything for Assam and its other north
eastern states. Industry chambers of the NE have termed the union
Budget presented by Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee today as a

‘'stereotype' with nothing specific in it for the region.

FINER said the decision to increase service tax and lack of stimulus for
the industry would curb weak growth. FINER Chairman R S Joshi said
that there were no measures in the budget to revive industry. Instead

standard excise duty has been hiked.
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