
Cancer Strikes Sinners! Anatomy of talent
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Assam Health Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma put his foot in his mouth 

with insensitive comments about cancer patients. His second name is

controversy and he lives up to it. He says that Karma is responsible for

Cancer, which means those people who are sinners get Cancer. He

tried to justify his callous remarks and tied them to Hindu
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philosophy. ‘I simply reiterate Hindu philosophy of Karmic law’, he

ranted much to the discomfort and agony of cancer patients and their

families. 

The uproar against Sarma’s contention was but natural. The twitterati

exploded in anger. People questioned Sarma about the insensitive and

uncalled for remarks. They asked him to keep his beliefs to themselves.

They chided him and reminded him that he was the Health Minister and

such remarks are not expected from him. Many people questioned his

knowledge. 

What I found appalling is that he twisted the great Hindu philosophy to

churn out a  Manuwadi Sanghi definition of sin and disease. As far I

know, Sarma only knows the philosophy of deception. To fuel his

ambition of becoming the Chief Minister of Assam, he ditched and back

stabbed his illustrious mentor Tarun Gogoi. May I draw his attention to

the fact that Cancer has no age range! It is not that only oldpeople with

a heavy baggage of sins get Cancer. If Sarma tours Cancer hospitals

across the country he will find that children as old as five years of age

are afflicted with Cancer. What sins have they committee at such a

young age? 
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It is time Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal cares about the health of

the Health Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma. He should send Sarma to a

psychiatrist for counselling and also make him undergo tests to see what

organisms are sticking to Sarma’s tongue which has become very

slippery. A tongue should be clean in a sound body. Otherwise, Sarma’s

tongue may continue to make noise which can embarrass the

Sarbananda government and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

Ahmed Mohiuddin Siddiqui

Dr Ahmed Mohiuddin Siddiqui is a senior journalist and political analyst based in

the Gulf. He was mentored by his ex-boss and eminent journalist M. J Akbar during

his stint in The Deccan Chronicle, Hyderabad. He is widely read as a columnist for

many newspapers in Asia, Africa and Europe.

BY AHMED MOHIUDDIN SIDDIQUI

Anjan Dutta’s demise jolts Assam Congress

CM Sonowal’s First Major Test: Bodoland Council’s Land Allotment for Patanjali

Trust

ON THIS DAY

Assam Don Bosco University Celebrates 12th Convocation, Honors Outstanding

Graduates

Marathon race organised in Durga Puja celebration

Humanitarian Response to the Flood Ravaged Communities of Assam by NEADS

Young greater adjutant storks rescued

October Dimasa Heritage Rally may boost touring bikers

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 3 of 4

http://127.0.0.1:3008/taxonomy/term/51
http://127.0.0.1:3008/taxonomy/term/51
http://127.0.0.1:3008/author/Ahmed%20Mohiuddin%20Siddiqui
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/anjan-dutta-s-demise-jolts-assam-congress-17046
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/cm-sonowal-s-first-major-test-bodoland-council-s-land-allotment-for-patanjali-tr-16926
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/assam-don-bosco-university-celebrates-12th-convocation-honors-outstanding-gradua-23169
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/marathon-race-organised-in-durga-puja-celebration-22187
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/humanitarian-response-to-the-flood-ravaged-communities-of-assam-by-neads-19982
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/young-greater-adjutant-storks-rescued-19981
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/october-dimasa-heritage-rally-may-boost-touring-bikers-19980


RELATED

Bengali novel Chhandahara adapted for OTT project

Religious Fundamentalism: Spilling blood in the name of God

A poem: The song of death or life

Young Achievers Inspire at Gorkha Youth Summit

Kolkata School Launches ‘Learn to Learn’ Platform for parents, teachers

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 4 of 4

http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/bengali-novel-chhandahara-adapted-for-ott-project-22907
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/religious-fundamentalism-spilling-blood-in-the-name-of-god-22264
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/a-poem-the-song-of-death-or-life-22238
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/young-achievers-inspire-at-gorkha-youth-summit-22202
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/kolkata-school-launches-learn-to-learn-platform-for-parents-teachers-22134

