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Electronic Media Forum Assam (Emfa), while condemning the physical

assaults to two television reporters recently at the outskirt of the city,

reiterated its stand in favour of a national protection law for the safety

& security of media persons on duty.

Two young reporters namely Trilok Singh (Pratidin Time correspondent)

and Bijoy Ghosh (Assam Talks correspondent) based at Jorabat faced

attacks from miscreants on 13 July night, when they went to cover the

fire that broke out at 9th Mile locality. An FIR was already lodged at

Khanapara police outpost.

“We join the chorus by various media rights body for a special law to

safeguard the journalists on duty hours across the country. We also

believe that the journalist fraternity of India should (must) be ensured

justice for their assignments as many of them may turn fatal,” said the

Emfa statement.

Endorsed by Nava Thakuria, Paragmoni Aditya, Bhaskar Bhuyan,

Bimal Ghosh for Emfa
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KOKRAJHAR, October 9, 2026 — The BTR Co-ordination Committee

of Tribal Organizations staged a three-hour sit-in protest at the

Kokrajhar Government HS and MP School playground on Thursday,

demanding stronger protection of tribal land rights and enforcement of

existing legal safeguards in the Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR).

Following the protest, the organisations submitted a memorandum to

BTC Chief Hagrama Mohilary and Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa

Sarma through the Kokrajhar district commissioner, outlining their

demands.

Holding placards, the protesters demanded immediate protection of

tribal land rights, enforcement of Chapter X of the Assam Land and

Revenue Regulation, 1886, and eviction of encroachers from Tribal Belts

and Blocks in the BTR.

They also called for implementation of the Forest Rights Act, 2006,

waiver of land premiums for tribals in the BTR, and effective protection

of notified Tribal Belts and Blocks in the region.

Representatives and members of several tribal organisations

participated in the protest, including the BTR Coordination Committee

of Tribal Sangha, Bodo Sahitya Sabha, All Bodo Students Union (ABSU),

All Rabha Students' Union, All Hajong Students' Union, All Garo

Students' Union and Rabha Sahitya Sabha.

A protester said the state must take decisive steps to protect Tribal

Belts and Blocks, reiterating the demand for enforcement of existing

land laws and eviction of encroachers from protected areas.
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Assam Times Kokrajhar bureau office, BTAD.

BY AT KOKRAJHAR BUREAU
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