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IAF chopper to lift strayed rhinoceros
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Stages have been set to airlift a rhinoceros to a national sanctuary after
the rare animal reached Sualkuchi in the outskirt of Guwahati.

The full grown rhinoceros is believed to have strayed from the Pobitora
sanctuary which is being guarded around the clock against poachers
with an IAF helicopter. The efforts to airlift the rhinoceros failed on
Monday because of bad weather. Top ranked forest and district
administration officials are camping in the Rani Chapori area to guard
the animal from poachers.

The rhino was spotted by local people at Rani Chapori of Sualkuchi near
here in Kamrup Rural district and was suspected to have strayed from
the Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary near Guwahati.

For the first time in the history of Assam, helicopter would be
requisitioned to airlifting a pachyderm to either the Pobitora or

Kaziranga National Park.
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