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What triggered the flare up along the Assam-Nagaland border in

Golaghat district? The answer is bizarre if one go through the home

ministry report.

According to the report sent to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the

entire shocking episode was triggered by a trifle and dispute between

Salman Sama, an Adivasi farmer and a Naga person Ekon Lotha.

Then it took an ethnic turn when the Adivasi National Liberation Army

took the side of Salman while NSCN-IM and Khole Kitovi backed Lotha.

But the situation was compounded by simmering protest by the so-called

activists like Akhil Gogoi indirectly backed by a section of Congress

leaders---opposed to Chief minister Tarun Gogoi.

Violent protest against the government resulted in police lathicharge

and firing where three people killed and over 20 others injured in

Erengapar area forcing the authorities to clam curfew in the sensitive

areas.
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Post-flood paddy fields in Nazira hit by pest attack, farmers seek urgent help

Citizens’ convention on Sivasagar floods to demand compensation, probe into
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NONGPOH, September 18, 2026 — The second edition of the

Shyntor Festival will be held from December 10 to 12 at Shyntorbulia

village in Meghalaya’s Ri-Bhoi district, with organisers seeking to use

the three-day event to draw attention to the village’s long-pending

development needs.

The announcement was made at a press conference in Nongpoh on

Friday by the Rongjeng Welfare Foundation (RWF) and the Dorbar

Shnong of Shyntorbulia. The festival was first held in December 2025.

Located about 30 km from the Ri-Bhoi district headquarters at Nongpoh,

Shyntorbulia falls under the Nongpoh constituency and has around 63

households with a population of more than 400. The village is situated at

the confluence of the Umsha and Umsiang rivers, with a waterfall

nearby, giving it considerable potential for tourism, according to the

organisers.

However, the village continues to face basic infrastructure challenges.

There is no proper paved road connecting Shyntorbulia with the outside

world, while crossing the Umsha and Umsiang rivers becomes difficult

during the monsoon. The existing vehicle bridge, built largely with

wooden logs, is also considered unsafe when the rivers rise.

The village also requires improved education infrastructure, roads and

footpaths and a reliable drinking water supply. Organisers said the

festival is intended not only to showcase the village’s cultural and

natural attractions but also to generate sustained attention and support

for these development needs.
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The three-day festival will feature music, dance, sports, food and

handicrafts, with live performances by local and international artists, DJ

nights, a football tournament and other sporting activities. Traditional

music and dance performances from the Khasi, Garo and Jaintia

communities will also form part of the programme.

An art and craft market showcasing local weaving and traditional

cooking will be among the attractions. Visitors will also be able to

sample regional cuisine. Guests planning to stay overnight have been

encouraged to bring their own tents.

Rongjeng Welfare Foundation Director Babul Gogoi, Event Production

Lead Ranjan Bhattacharjee, Shyntorbulia Headman Rowel Maphniang

and Secretary Slembor Laloo said the festival would also serve as a

platform to bring the village’s infrastructure concerns directly to the

attention of the government.

“Last year's festival showed us what this village and this community can

do. This year, we're building on that — more artists, more days, and

more support behind it. But the festival was never the whole point,”

Babul Gogoi said.

He said the organisers wanted sustained attention towards a road that

remains usable during the monsoon, a safer river crossing, functioning

educational facilities and reliable drinking water, adding that the issues

should not be “mentioned once and forgotten.”

Shyntorbulia Headman Rowel Maphniang said the village was ready to

welcome visitors from Meghalaya, other parts of India and abroad.
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“Our village sits where two rivers meet, next to the waterfall. We are

proud to open our home to visitors from Meghalaya, from across the

country, and from around the world,” Maphniang said.

The 2026 edition is being organised with support from the district

administration, while India Tourism has confirmed support for the event,

including promotion through its channels.

The Rongjeng Welfare Foundation is a Section 8 non-profit organisation

working on development initiatives in Shyntorbulia and the wider Ri-

Bhoi district, including education, health, infrastructure and community

welfare.

AT News

Assam Times Staff. editor@assamtimes.org

BY AT NEWS

AUWJ urges Assam to match Bengal journalist welfare measures

Hiren Gohain Slams Akhil Gogoi Over "Self-Serving" Politics Amid Congress-Raijor

Dal Rift

UN recognises campaign against child marriage with global day declaration

Upper Assam NGOs, CSOs Call for Locally Led, Standards-Based Flood Response

Kaziranga, Development and Dissent: When Does a Protest Become a Threat?

ON THIS DAY

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 6 of 7

http://127.0.0.1:3008/author/AT%20News
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/auwj-urges-assam-to-match-bengal-journalist-welfare-measures
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/hiren-gohain-slams-akhil-gogoi-over-self-serving-politics-amid-congress-raijor-dal-rift
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/un-recognises-campaign-against-child-marriage-with-global-day-declaration
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/more-than-35-organisations-mark-world-humanitarian-day-with-a-call-for-accountable-community-led-flood-recovery-that-combines-climate-resilience-with-local-knowledge-and-dignity
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/kaziranga-development-and-dissent-when-does-a-protest-become-a-threat


Zubeen Garg (1972–2025): the voice that carried Assam's soul to every corner of

the world

Veterinary school inaugurated

Three arrested in Kokrajhar

Fire in Gurudwara Complex Shop in Namrup

Shillong Hackathon 2017

RELATED

Third citizens’ convention in Nazira calls for scientific probe into July 19 floods

Maut villagers allege bias, negligence by Gaon Pradhan

Post-flood paddy fields in Nazira hit by pest attack, farmers seek urgent help

Citizens’ convention on Sivasagar floods to demand compensation, probe into

mining

Alleged encroachment raises concern among indigenous communities in

Parbatjhora

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 7 of 7

http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/zubeen-garg-1972-2025-the-voice-that-carried-assam-s-soul-to-every-corner-of-the-23590
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/veterinary-school-inaugurated-22156
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/three-arrested-in-kokrajhar-22155
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/fire-in-gurudwara-complex-shop-in-namrup-19897
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/shillong-hackathon-2017-19896
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/third-citizens-convention-in-nazira-calls-for-scientific-probe-into-july-19-floods-2
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/maut-villagers-allege-bias-negligence-by-gaon-pradhan
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/post-flood-paddy-fields-in-nazira-hit-by-pest-attack-farmers-seek-urgent-help
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/citizens-convention-on-sivasagar-floods-to-demand-compensation-probe-into-mining
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/alleged-encroachment-raises-concern-among-indigenous-communities-in-parbatjhora

