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Magh bihu meji burning bright
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Defying a biting cold wave mejis were burning bright to mark the magh

bihu celebration across the state on Thursday.

Amid traditional pomp and gaiety, people in Lakhimpur, Dhemaji,
Sivasagar, Jorhat, Golaghat districts lit up the wooden mejis early in the

morning after the whole night feasting and merriment.

Traditional straw mejis were lit up in Kamrup, Nalbari, Sonitpur,
Barpeta, BTAD areas along with other parts of the state offering pujas to
the god of fire. Local people in large thronged the burning mejis seeking

divine help from the fire god.

Cultural programmes, traditional games and competitions and are lined
up for the entire day. Home made sweets, beaten rice, pastries are being

served in every household to mark the much vaunted harvest festival.
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Tribal Organisations Protest in Kokrajhar, Demand
Protection of Land Rights in BTR
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KOKRAJHAR, October 9, 2026 — The BTR Co-ordination Committee

of Tribal Organizations staged a three-hour sit-in protest at the
Kokrajhar Government HS and MP School playground on Thursday,
demanding stronger protection of tribal land rights and enforcement of

existing legal safeguards in the Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR).
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Following the protest, the organisations submitted a memorandum to
BTC Chief Hagrama Mohilary and Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma through the Kokrajhar district commissioner, outlining their

demands.

Holding placards, the protesters demanded immediate protection of
tribal land rights, enforcement of Chapter X of the Assam Land and
Revenue Regulation, 1886, and eviction of encroachers from Tribal Belts

and Blocks in the BTR.

They also called for implementation of the Forest Rights Act, 2006,
waiver of land premiums for tribals in the BTR, and effective protection

of notified Tribal Belts and Blocks in the region.

Representatives and members of several tribal organisations
participated in the protest, including the BTR Coordination Committee
of Tribal Sangha, Bodo Sahitya Sabha, All Bodo Students Union (ABSU),
All Rabha Students' Union, All Hajong Students' Union, All Garo
Students' Union and Rabha Sahitya Sabha.

A protester said the state must take decisive steps to protect Tribal
Belts and Blocks, reiterating the demand for enforcement of existing

land laws and eviction of encroachers from protected areas.

AT Kokrajhar Bureau

Assam Times Kokrajhar bureau office, BTAD.
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