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Respected Editor,

I spent more than two decades of my service life in North East India before

settling down permanently in Bangalore. Recently the news of six

communities demanding ST tag in Assam has bemused me. I have some

amount of knowledge regarding the ethnic structure and demography of the

region.

One thing I discovered that student politics is a stumbling block to

development in Assam and North East India. Infact, student politics has

ruined the north-east and Assam. For the so called 'student' leaders,

misleading communities and tribes have become a profession.
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The only group of people or community of Assam which is free from student

based politics are the Kolitas or the Kalitas. This group of population in North

East India which migrated to the Brahmaputra Valley more than 2000 years

back from the Mediterranean Alpines are the only Alpine Caucasoids to have

merged into the Brahmaputra Valley civilization in a harmonious manner.

This sub-community of the Assamese society is different from the Brahmins

brought in by the Ahom kings or the Kayasthas from other parts of India. The

Kolitas are the least politically motivated section of Assamese population.

This reflects the progressive nature which they have inherited from their

European ancestry.

I hope the Kolitas don't start demanding Scheduled Tribe or Scheduled Tribe

tags like their other counterparts in Assam. There is less possibility of this

because these Alpines have no student organization to waste precious time

and take undue advantage of the Indian Constitution.

Thankfully yours:

Satheesh Rao

Bangalore

Karnataka

editor

Please send your comments to editor@assamtimes.org
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