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Sahitya Sabha session pulls crowd
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People thronged in thousands at the Bhupen Hazarika Samannay
Kshetra in Barpeta Road as the 72nd session of the Asam Sahitya Sabha
is underway at.

The main venue, this time, has been named after Dr Bhupen Hazarika
while the main entrance has been erected in memory of the first prose
writer Bhattadev. Book festival venue has been named after Mamoni
Raisom Goswami and the art and science exhibition venue has been
named after Sobha Brahma and Guru Prasad Das.

Visitors line up to get a glimpse of the the auditorium and the main
stage named after Rupkonwar Jyotiprasad Agarwala and Kalaguru
Bishnu Rabha. Bangladeshi aesthete, danseuse, dance pioneer, teacher,
choreographer Lubna Mariam will receive the prestigious Dr Bhupen

Hazarika award in this session.
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ABSU burns copies of ‘Hamkoshar Parishista’ over
Bodo script issue
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KOKRAJHAR, September 22, 2026 — The All Bodo Students’ Union

(ABSU) on Tuesday burnt copies of a book titled Hamkoshar Parishista
during protests held at several locations across Assam, including
Gauhati University, objecting to what it described as the use of the

Assamese script to represent the Bodo language.
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Hamkoshar Parishista is a multilingual appendix containing learning
resources for indigenous languages of Assam, including Bodo, Rabha,

Mising and Karbi.

During the protests, ABSU members alleged that Bodo has been
represented in the publication using the Assamese script instead of

Devanagari, the script used for Bodo.

The organisation asserted that Bodo is recognised under the Eighth
Schedule of the Constitution of India and is an Associate Official
Language of Assam. ABSU demanded that Bodo be represented in its

recognised script in educational and learning resources.

ABSU president Khwrwmdao Wary said the use of the Assamese script
to represent Bodo in the publication was disrespectful to the Bodo

language and literature.

He said Bodo is an Associate Official Language of Assam and a language

recognised under the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.
Wary demanded the immediate withdrawal of the publication in its

present form and called for the use of the Devanagari script for Bodo in

the book.
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