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Shankar Barua commiits suicide
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Former director general of police Shankar Baruah committed suicide on
Wednesday. Baruah came home and within half an hour he went to the
terrace and shot himself with his pistol revolver. Then he was
immediately rushed to a nearby hospital at around 12 noon. But only to

be declared brought dead there.

He was admitted to Down Town hospital last week after he complained
of heart problems and was released from there on Wednesday morning.

His body has been sent for postmorten.

The incident took place after his name hit media headlines in the
Saradha scam where he was alleged to have received protection money

from the chit fund.

CBI had conducted raids on his house on August 27 in connection with

the multicrore rupees ponzi scheme scam.
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Tribal Organisations Protest in Kokrajhar, Demand
Protection of Land Rights in BTR
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KOKRAJHAR, October 9, 2026 — The BTR Co-ordination Committee

of Tribal Organizations staged a three-hour sit-in protest at the
Kokrajhar Government HS and MP School playground on Thursday,
demanding stronger protection of tribal land rights and enforcement of

existing legal safeguards in the Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR).
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Following the protest, the organisations submitted a memorandum to
BTC Chief Hagrama Mohilary and Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma through the Kokrajhar district commissioner, outlining their

demands.

Holding placards, the protesters demanded immediate protection of
tribal land rights, enforcement of Chapter X of the Assam Land and
Revenue Regulation, 1886, and eviction of encroachers from Tribal Belts

and Blocks in the BTR.

They also called for implementation of the Forest Rights Act, 2006,
waiver of land premiums for tribals in the BTR, and effective protection

of notified Tribal Belts and Blocks in the region.

Representatives and members of several tribal organisations
participated in the protest, including the BTR Coordination Committee
of Tribal Sangha, Bodo Sahitya Sabha, All Bodo Students Union (ABSU),
All Rabha Students' Union, All Hajong Students' Union, All Garo
Students' Union and Rabha Sahitya Sabha.

A protester said the state must take decisive steps to protect Tribal
Belts and Blocks, reiterating the demand for enforcement of existing

land laws and eviction of encroachers from protected areas.

AT Kokrajhar Bureau

Assam Times Kokrajhar bureau office, BTAD.
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