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Two nature conservation NGOs of Assam, Aaranyak and Green Guard

Nature Organization (IBCN partners) collaborated to organize 'street

plays' at several places in the towns of Morigaon and Nagaon to

promote conservation awareness of the Globally Threatened Greater

Adjutant Stork (GAS) on 26
th

 of May. Locally known as Hargila, the

world's most threatened stork with an estimated global population of

less than 1000 birds has major breeding colonies in these two towns in

central Assam. The two NGOs had earlier collaborated on a very

successful project for the rescue, rearing and rehabilitation of injured,

sick & fallen Greater Adjutant nestlings at Nagaon from 2001-2004,

under financial support of the US Fish & Wildlife Service.

The play 'Adhikar', scripted by Purnima Devi Barman of Aaranyak and

directed by Pabitra Kalita of Green Guard, was staged at Natun Bazar,

Morigaon Syndicate, Lakhinagar Chariali and Senchowa in Nagaon and

at Chariali and Rajagaon (2 places) in Morigaon. At two places, once

each near a Greater Adjutant nesting colony of Nagaon and Morigaon,

villagers, including elders, women and children were offering traditional

afternoon prayers (Naam) at the Naamghar (prayer hall) and promised

to ensure conservation of the bird by all means. At another location, it

was the turn of teams and officials involved in a cricket match to be

inspired during the innings break. The success of the initiative can be

measured by the number of people who not only witnessed the street

plays in blistering heat, but also lined up to sign the banner in support

of Greater Adjutant conservation.
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The play dwelt on the role of Greater Adjutants in keeping the

environment clean and free from pollution. It starts off with an angry

man trying to cut down a nesting tree with two frightened nestlings and

a helpless mother perched on a nest at the top, alleging the birds dirtied

his neighborhood. He is restrained by his wife who points out the

presence of chicks but the man is determined to take the tree down, and

along with it, the Greater Adjutant family. The situation is saved by the

arrival of some enlightened persons who give the man a lesson about

the ecological importance and global status of the Greater Adjutant and

tells him to feel proud for hosting the birds on his tree. The offender is

remorseful and the play ends with an appeal by all the characters to

help conserve the Greater Adjutant Stork.
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Dr. Rathin Barman of Wildlife Trust of India & Director of the Centre for

Wildlife Rehabilitation and Conservation, Kaziranga, Purnima Devi

Barman, Ajoy Kr. Das and Madhumita Borthakur of Aaranyak and

Hemanta Sharma, Ranjan Barthakur, Bhagwati Prasad Jhawar, Dulu

Bora, Debajit Kalita, Rana Paul, Sosida Nanda Bordoloi, Rosee Devi

Phukan and Raj Phukan of Green Guard Nature Organization were

among those who attended and organized the event.

Rituraj Phukan

Rituraj Phukan is the Chief Operating Officer, Walk For Water; District Manager,

Assam, Nagaland & Manipur, The Climate Reality Project India and Secretary

General of Green Guard Nature Organization.

BY RITURAJ PHUKAN

World Elephant Day observed at Nagaon

Implications of the Larsen C collapse

King Cobra Rehabilitated at Nagaon

Global Wind Day: India Can Harness the Potential

World Environment Day programs by Green Guard

ON THIS DAY

Goodbye, prince of melody…..

Healthcare for All: Shushrusha Setu Mega Health Camp in Nazira Constituency

BPF heading for landslide victory in BTAD

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 4 of 5

http://127.0.0.1:3008/author/Rituraj%20Phukan
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/world-elephant-day-observed-at-nagaon-19604
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/implications-of-the-larsen-c-collapse-19418
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/king-cobra-rehabilitated-at-nagaon-19298
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/global-wind-day-india-can-harness-the-potential-19269
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/world-environment-day-programs-by-green-guard-19203
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/goodbye-prince-of-melody-23594
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/healthcare-for-all-shushrusha-setu-mega-health-camp-in-nazira-constituency-23592
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/bpf-heading-for-landslide-victory-in-btad-23591


10 days training for paramilitary force

WWF India launches digital environment course for students and teachers

RELATED

Kokadeuta Nati Aru Hati 2 Set for July 3 Release, Reviving an Assamese Classic

Heart awareness rally in the city

Jatin Bora's 'ratnakar' to release in October

Engineering students attend Inner Engineering Workshop

Zubeen Garg's film Kanchenjongha to release on Sep 6

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 5 of 5

http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/10-days-training-for-paramilitary-force-22842
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/wwf-india-launches-digital-environment-course-for-students-and-teachers-22582
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/kokadeuta-nati-aru-hati-2-set-for-july-3-release-reviving-an-assamese-classic
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/heart-awareness-rally-in-the-city-22177
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/jatin-bora-s-ratnakar-to-release-in-october-22114
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/engineering-students-attend-inner-engineering-workshop-22101
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/zubeen-garg-s-film-kanchenjongha-to-release-on-sep-6-22100

