
Sudden Dam Water Release Submerges 243 Villages in
Lakhimpur, Thousands Displaced Overnight
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Lakhimpur: In the early hours of Saturday, around 1 a.m., the water

level of the Ranganadi River began to overflow following the release of

dam water from the Panyor Hydroelectric Project by the North Eastern

Electric Power Corporation (NEEPCO), located upstream at Yazali in

Arunachal Pradesh. The sudden release of water, without any prior

warning, submerged vast areas of Assam’s Lakhimpur district, leaving

thousands of people in distress.
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Many residents were caught unaware in their sleep as the floodwaters

entered their homes. People fled with only the clothes they were

wearing, leaving behind all belongings. The floodwaters swept through

243 villages across the Ranganadi and Naoboicha Legislative Assembly

constituencies, affecting 24,330 families. Homes were submerged,

valuable household items destroyed, and livestock washed away. Food

supplies and school materials were lost, leaving people in tears and

despair.

In several places, farmers lost their harvested paddy stored in the fields.

The flood also submerged the National Highway 15 at Majgaon in

Pahumora, leading to massive traffic jams. While many people remained

trapped inside their homes, others were forced to set up temporary

shelters by the roadside. A major landslide also occurred near the

Subansiri hydropower dam in Sowanashiri, where a large portion of a

hill collapsed, causing further panic.

Meanwhile, the Karbi Langpi Hydroelectric Project in Karbi Anglong

also released water through five gates, which inundated villages like

Borchali, Inghin Gaon, Amdubi, and Khergaon in Karbi Anglong and

Nagaon districts. Floodwater gushed over the road connecting

Baithalangso and Borchali, cutting off road communication completely.

Victims expressed strong resentment against NEEPCO, accusing the

authority of releasing water without any prior warning or emergency

announcement. Every year, such unplanned releases endanger

thousands of lives, yet no corrective measures are taken. Locals are

furious that despite the recurring damage caused by dam water

releases, the government continues to support the construction of large

dams like the one over the Subansiri River.
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Flood-affected residents have criticized the state government's failure to

address Assam’s flood crisis as a national issue. Several political parties

and organizations have long demanded that the annual flooding in

Assam be declared a national problem. However, due to the lack of

political will, no effective solution has been implemented. Some

politicians and bureaucrats treat Assam’s flood problem as routine and

fail to grasp the devastating reality faced by the people.

As of now, thousands of people remain displaced, sheltering in makeshift

tents with no access to food or clean water. Children have lost their

schoolbooks, and entire communities are left with nothing. The repeated

destruction caused by the Ranganadi dam's water release each year

continues to be a nightmare for Lakhimpur’s people, who are now

demanding accountability, action, and a permanent solution.

Video UnavailableVideo Unavailable

This video may no longer exist, or you don't haveThis video may no longer exist, or you don't have

permission to view it.permission to view it.

Learn moreLearn more

AT News

Assam Times Staff. editor@assamtimes.org

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 3 of 4

https://www.facebook.com/help/396404120401278/list?ref=embed_video
http://127.0.0.1:3008/author/AT%20News


BY AT NEWS

WWF report finds 73% decline in monitored wildlife populations over 52 years

Rongmei Community Holds 8th Cultural and Freshers’ Meet in Guwahati

GPS Study Maps Elephant Movement Across Assam, Highlights Key Corridors

NEADS, Change Alliance Partner to Strengthen Climate-Resilient Livelihoods in

Assam

People’s consultation on agroecology, climate adaptation concludes in Jorhat

ON THIS DAY

Tribute paid to senior journalist Bolen Bora

NE shinning in Puducherry

Janajati Suraksha Manch oppose ST moves to 6 communities

Zaraguri GBF defeat Dhupdhara Academy 6-5

International day of girl child observed

RELATED

Tribal Organisations Protest in Kokrajhar, Demand Protection of Land Rights in

BTR

Dangerous Pothole on Haripara Road Puts Commuters at Risk

WWF report finds 73% decline in monitored wildlife populations over 52 years

Rongmei Community Holds 8th Cultural and Freshers’ Meet in Guwahati

GPS Study Maps Elephant Movement Across Assam, Highlights Key Corridors

Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Page 4 of 4

http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/wwf-report-finds-73-decline-in-monitored-wildlife-populations-over-52-years
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/rongmei-community-holds-8th-cultural-and-freshers-meet-in-guwahati
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/gps-study-maps-elephant-movement-across-assam-highlights-key-corridors
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/neads-change-alliance-partner-to-strengthen-climate-resilient-livelihoods-in-assam
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/peoples-consultation-on-agroecology-climate-adaptation-concludes-in-jorhat
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/tribute-paid-to-senior-journalist-bolen-bora-20016
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/ne-shinning-in-puducherry-17843
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/janajati-suraksha-manch-oppose-st-moves-to-6-communities-17842
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/zaraguri-gbf-defeat-dhupdhara-academy-6-5-17841
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/international-day-of-girl-child-observed-17840
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/tribal-organisations-protest-in-kokrajhar-demand-protection-of-land-rights-in-btr
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/dangerous-pothole-on-haripara-road-puts-commuters-at-risk
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/wwf-report-finds-73-decline-in-monitored-wildlife-populations-over-52-years
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/rongmei-community-holds-8th-cultural-and-freshers-meet-in-guwahati
http://127.0.0.1:3008/article/gps-study-maps-elephant-movement-across-assam-highlights-key-corridors

