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Tunnel No 10 to be completed within October 30, 2013
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The construction of Tunnel No 10, near Jatinga of Lumding — Silchar BG
conversion project will be completed within the target period of 30th October
2013, if the geological condition of the soil support them claimed both
Construction Company and the Railway.

The much publicized Tunnel No 10 is the prime, being the longest tunnel of
the entire NF Railway. There have been controversies over the construction of
this particular tunnel because earlier this tunnel was awarded to Patel
Engineering Company for construction but due to escalation of rate of
materials and perhaps for incapability of the company to complete the
construction of the tunnel within the targeted period, the said company left
the work after doing some works. After two years the N F Railway awarded
the work to the Apex & ABCI as joint venture. This 3232 meters long tunnel
costing to the tune of several crores is the centre point of both Railway and
the construction company as result of which a constant pressure is there for
completion of this tunnel in time.

Sri Harish Kumar, Executive Engineer, Railway who is supervising the
construction works while interacting with the visiting pressmen disclosed
that there was no problem to complete the construction of the tunnel in time
if there was no any natural calamity or hindrance. When asked about the
presence of methane gas in the tunnel he said presence of methane may be
there but they have also prepared to tackle with, by dilution of gas for which
they have already installed one jet blower.

Sri M. L. Jain, Site in charge said 75% of workers in this project are from
North East and each of them wants BG to be completed within its targeted
period. ‘Since this work is a abandoned one, we have to take more care while
advancing through the tunnel and to dismantle earlier support structure
inside the tunnel. Geological condition soil is also not good.” ¢ We are getting
all the supports from Railway as well as locals, there is no such problem
which cannot be sorted out amicably’, Jain said.

Page 3 of 4



Assam Times — assamtimes.org

Now this tunnel has become a big challenge and question of prestige for both
the Railway and the Construction Company, therefore the railway and the
companies are taking intensive care for the construction of this tunnel and
working day and night.
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