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There is a big disconnect between Medical institutions and industries in India. The
education in the medical technology field is the backbone of the healthcare ecosystem.
Quality is of paramount importance for medical products. Indian industries are currently
focusing on affordability, not on quality. For long, India has struggled to provide quality,
affordable healthcare to all its citizens. Instead of the conventional route, for disruption
and affordable quality, the focus should be on innovation rather than indigenisation. For
innovation, medical technology education should be strengthened. A certain percent of
the industry's income could be spent on R&D activities, as consultancy projects to
educational institutes. India strength in local traditional medical systems, focusing on
wellness, prevention rather than cure, could focus on disruptive innovation. Medical
Technology provides a massive opportunity for both the educational institutes and the
industry to work synergistically. It can bridge the distance between the caregiver and
the patient, thereby helping patients remotely access specialist and specialised
equipment present in large cities far away. Technological advancements in health
monitoring and diagnostics help detect health issues early on, reducing the overall cost
of care and enhancing society's wellness levels. To realise this opportunity, both the
educational institutes and the industry need to make concerted efforts. The educational
institutes require to streamline the training in a manner that makes graduates ready for
the industry. The industry needs to customize its business models to suit Indian markets.
Medical device segments that provide sizeable opportunities and require a moderate
level of technical expertise should be prioritised for manufacturing in India. Finally,
India should embrace the path of innovation in the MedTech industry that makes its
products and solutions tailored made for the country's opportunities and constraints.
India can be self-reliant in the Medical Technology sector by capitalising on this
Medical Technology revolution and if all stakeholders play their respective roles. In
doing so, we stand a good chance of realising the vision of providing healthcare to  all
its citizens. The aim of this three day event being jointly organised by the Design
Innovation Centre(DIC) and Department of Biomedical Engineering, NEHU, Shillong,
Meghalaya is to bring forth experts from academia, industry, healthcare institutions,
different government agencies, medical experts, venture capitalists etc. to deliberate,
outline vision and provide roadmap for development of the medical technology sector
in the country and how it would help in developing the north east part of the country
with its abundant resources and untapped talent to meet the growing needs of the
healthcare market in the country. The deliberations would also be on the economic and
social impact of the medical device development on the healthcare in the country and
the region at large. The scenario as prevalent in the 1970s vis-à-vis the present medical
technology scenario would deliberate upon by chosen experts from the field who have
made a lasting impact on the Indian healthcare market. It would be an opportunity for
the youngsters to gain experience and learn new insights in the developing the
healthcare market. Selected experts from the healthcare sector such as NEIGHRIMS,
NEIAH, CMC, Vellore etc. would be deliberate, outline vision and provide roadmap for
the design and development of the medical technology sector for the country. Chosen
Experts from IIM Calcutta Innovation Park, AMTZ, Visakhapatnam, IIT, Madras, and
PRIME Hub, Government of Meghalaya would be invited to help interns learn about
Entrepreneurship and Start-ups through practical problem solving and modern business
practices. International industry Experts from Australia and Canada along with local
entrepreneurs from the region and outside would be deliberating during the event. 
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